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FORLIVING

it's all in the details for the founders
of Dallas- and Aspen-based
firm Demesne,

By Rfvoneda Reinfuars
Partrait by Billy Sn '.'|Ilr..l.T

you hire Richard Mullen and Jamie Olsen Ali ro design
your kirchen, be prepared to cook rhem a meal. The
managing pariners of Demesne (deme sne.design), a
Dallas- and Aspen-based design firm, make it a point w
fully understand their clients” lifestyles before they star
a project. “Understanding how people use their spaces and inhabiv their
spaces is so important o making sure thar the design is going w0 work
for them,” says Ali. “1 vell customers: We don't want 1o work on your
kirchen until you've made us a dinner and we can observe how you
cook, your habirs.” Before i]:umimi_- Demesne in lave 2006, Mullen and
Ali followed similar career paths: They met in the graduate program
at The University of Texas ar Austin School of Architecture, went o
work for hospitality-focused design firms and eventually founded their
own companies, Mow, with Mullen in Aspen and Ali CONTINUED. .,
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Clockwise from top
lefie: ¥Whether ina city
or country locale,
Dremesne’s designs
embrace the outdoors
whenever possible;
Dremesne co-founders
Richard Mullen and
Jamie Olsen Ali.
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ccconTivven  in Dallas, the two work together to create
beautiful and functional residential spaces in both cities
and beyond, including an in-the-works second home in
Moab, Utah. Their favorite projects are ones for which
they can develop both the architecture and interior
design. “We're happy to work with designers, and we're
happy to work with architects,” says Ali, “but we're even
more pleased o do it all.” The duo also will design custom
light fixeures and Furniture for their projects. “Design is
pm|}|.:|:|1-:i-::-]\-'i|:|1.=,." SAYS Mullen. “The |.1u:=u:y ofa project
comes from the practical solutions to a specific problem—
that's when 1 think things are wruly gorgeous.” m

Clockwise from top: A sleck
kitchen from one of the team’s
Aspen projects; the living
room of a modern farmhouse
in Dallas; a cozy sivting area in
anather Demesne-designed
dspen residence.

« “Design is problem-
solving. The beauty of a
project comes from the
f:."ur'fir'-:f.-’ solutions to a
specific problem—that's
when I think things are

:"ru.{‘r Gorgeaus. i
—RICHARD MULLEMN, DESIGNER 77
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